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Course Basics: 
Audience, Purpose, and How Often To View

Audience: Airline carriers and brokers bringing dogs and cats into 
the United States

Purpose: To train and refresh airlines and brokers on what CDC 
requires for dog and cat importations
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Diseases Transmitted by Dogs and Cats

Dogs: Rabies, other zoonotic 
infections

Cats: Rabies, other zoonotic 
infections
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Dog and cat entry requirements
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CDC Entry Requirements for Dogs

Appears Healthy

Verbal or written statement indicating dog is from 
a rabies-free or low risk country for the past 6 

months or since birth

See next slides for temporary suspension* of dog 
importations from high-risk countries 

†
*Beginning July 14, 2021, there is a temporary suspension for dogs imported from countries that CDC 
considers high risk for dog rabies. This includes dogs arriving from countries NOT at high risk if the dogs have 
been in any high-risk country during the previous 6 months. Dogs from high-risk countries may be imported 
only with CDC’s advance written approval (CDC Dog Import Permit). 5

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk-dog-ban-frn.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk.html


CDC Entry Requirement for Dogs: All Dogs Must Be Healthy

Not moving or not responding to stimuli

Vomit, diarrhea, or blood in kennel

Significant hair loss or rash

A lot of mucus around eyes or nose

Foam around the mouth

Difficulty breathing

Unusual behavior 

When in doubt, contact CDC at 
CDCanimalimports@cdc.gov

Signs of illness in dogs may include:
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Exercise: Is This Dog Ill?
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CDC Entry Requirements for Cats

Healthy

No paperwork / documentation 
requirements
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The What and Why: A temporary 
suspension of dog importations from 
countries at high risk for canine rabies

9



CDC’s Temporary Suspension of Dog Importations 
from Countries at High Risk for Rabies
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Effective July 14, 2021, no dogs* arriving from rabies high-risk countries will be 
allowed entry into the United States

Suspension also includes dogs that have visited a high-risk country in 
the past 6 months, even if they are arriving from a country not at high 
risk.

CDC will review this suspension periodically.

*Exceptions apply and dogs must have a valid CDC Dog Import Permit.  See further slides. 

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk-dog-ban-frn.html


Why Is CDC Taking This Action?  

To ensure the health and safety of dogs imported into the United States

To decrease attempts to import inadequately vaccinated dogs

To protect the public’s health against the reintroduction of canine rabies 
virus variant
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Federal Register Notice on Temporary Suspension: https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-
animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk-dog-ban-frn.html

FAQs on Temporary Suspension: https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-
states/faqs-about-high-risk-dog-ban.html

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk-dog-ban-frn.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/faqs-about-high-risk-dog-ban.html


The Where: High-risk countries for canine 
rabies 

Dogs arriving from these countries and dogs that visited these countries in the 
past 6 months cannot enter the United States 12



Map of High-risk Countries for Canine Rabies 
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List of countries classified by CDC as high risk for rabies:  
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-
risk.html

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk.html


The Who: Those Who Can Apply for a CDC 
Dog Import Permit 

Exceptions to the Suspension
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Exceptions to the Suspension: How to Obtain a CDC 
Dog Import Permit for a Dog from a High-Risk Country

CDC Dog Import Permits are granted on an extremely limited case-by-case basis. 

Permits will not be issued at ports of entry.

Submit applications for CDC Dog Import Permit to cdcanimalimports@cdc.gov
at least 30 business days (6 weeks) before planned travel to the US
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How to apply for a permit: https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-
united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html

Permit application instructions: https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-
into-the-united-states/import-permit-application-instructions.html

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html
mailto:cdcanimalimports@cdc.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/import-permit-application-instructions.html


Who Can Apply for a Permit?

US government employees with traveling on official orders 

Personal pet owners must be one of the following:

US citizen / lawful US resident permanently relocating to the United States

Potential reasons to relocate include employment, education, etc.

Owner of a service dog, as defined in 14 CFR part 382
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Return travelers (US citizens or lawful US residents) who left the United States 
before July 14, 2021 and are returning before October 14, 2021. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/select-citation/2020/12/10/14-CFR-382


Service Dogs: DOT Americans with Disabilities Act 

“Service animal means any guide dog, signal dog, or other animal 
individually trained to work or perform tasks for an individual with a 
disability”

Does not include: emotional support animals, comfort animals, 
companionship animals, and service animals in training

DOT = Department of Transportation 17



Who Can Apply for a Permit? (2)

Research/working dogs

Owners of dogs that are not personal pets must be importing:

Only permitted for science, education, exhibition, or law 
enforcement purposes
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Who Cannot Apply for a Permit?
CDC Dog Import Permits for dogs from high-risk countries will NOT be issued to import 
dogs for: 
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Brokers, agents, shippers may not apply on behalf of an importer.

Dogs intended for other purposes, such as adoption, resale, or transfer of ownership

US Citizens and lawful residents traveling temporarily out of the United States with 
their dogs after July 14 (such as for vacation, to visit friends, or family)

Non-US residents traveling temporarily out of the United States with their dogs after 
July 14 (such as for vacation, to visit friends, or family)



The How: Permit Application Requirements
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Permit Application Requirements

The dog must meet four requirements:

Be at least 6 months old

Be microchipped

Have a valid rabies vaccination certificate

Have a rabies serologic titer from an approved laboratory if vaccinated 
outside of the United States
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https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/vaccine-certificate.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/approved-labs.html


Permit Application Stipulations
Application submission does NOT guarantee approval. 
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Denied permit applications cannot be appealed. 

Importers may be granted permits for a maximum of 3 personal pet dogs for only one 
trip during temporary suspension.

Dogs with a CDC Dog Import Permit must arrive at an approved POE. See next slide.

Approved list of POEs updated here: https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-
an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html


Approved Ports of Entry: 
First 90-Day Transition Process
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Dogs coming from high-risk countries with CDC Dog Import 
Permits can enter the United States at one of these 18 airports: 
Anchorage, Atlanta, Boston, Chicago (ORD), Dallas, Detroit, 
Honolulu, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, New York 
(JFK), Newark, Philadelphia, San Francisco, San Juan, Seattle, and 
Washington, DC (Dulles). 

From July 14-
October 14, 2021 

After October 14, 
2021

Dogs coming from high-risk countries with CDC Dog Import Permits 
must enter only at approved ports of entry.

Remember: Dogs coming from a high-risk country MUST have a CDC Dog Import 
Permit—regardless of their port of entry!

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html


More on Approved POEs: Temporary Exception for US 
Government Employees 
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US government employees on official travel orders will have an official government 
passport. 

These employees must still obtain a CDC Dog Import Permit before arrival.

US government employees on official orders can return to any POE with 
permitted dogs between July 14-October 14, 2021. 



How to Review:
CDC Dog Import Permits
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CDC Logo (Step 1)

PHS Permit Number (Step 1)

Date Issued (Step 2)

Expiration Date (Step 2)

Dog Identification (Step 3)

Arrival Information (Step 4)



The How: Denied Dog Entry Process
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In What Situations Will Dogs Get Denied Entry?

If the dog is 
arriving from a 
high-risk 
country and

CDC=/

CDC It does not have a valid CDC Dog 
Import Permit 

It arrives with a permit, but at a 
non-approved POE

Dog does not match the permit 
presented upon arrival

OR

OR
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Dogs not meeting requirements will be denied entry and returned to country of 
departure at importer’s expense.



Inspection Process
And how it relates to carrier responsibilities 
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Carrier Responsibilities: Before Shipping Pets
Carrier responsible for pets’ welfare from aircraft 
boarding until CBP clears the pet for entry

Prepare to meet animal welfare 
requirements

Identify veterinary facilities or 
kennels in advance to care for 
animals denied entry

Know CDC and US Department of Agriculture (USDA) entry requirements for dogs and cats

Do not accept animals that do not meet US entry requirements

Check the animals and their importation documents
29



Inspection Upon Arrival 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) or CDC will:

Visually inspect animals after landing

Check to see if there are any obvious 
health concerns (appear ill or dead)

Review animal importation documents 

A crate wrapped in plastic (like above) is not acceptable 
for live animal transport, as it can cause suffocation. 30



Pets on Hold or Denied Entry by CBP or CDC

CBP and CDC isolate pets that do not meet entry requirements by:

Leaving them in the carrier or having their owner put 
them back in the carrier

Keeping unnecessary personnel and travelers away

Not touching them unless the individual is trained in 
animal handling techniques (kennel/pet clinic staff)
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Carrier Responsibilities: Pets on Hold or Denied Entry

Place animals on hold if CBP or CDC requires

To transport animals denied entry to a facility that 
meets USDA or Animal Welfare Act Standards

To transport sick/injured animals to a veterinary facility

To package, refrigerate, and transport dead animals to 
testing facility
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Carrier Responsibilities: Pets Denied Entry 

To pay for costs if importer abandons animals denied entry

Carrier is responsible for their return or destruction, 
including associated costs

Return animals denied entry to the country of origin on the next 
available flight

Do not delay return unless CDC authorizes you to do so

Provide proof of return to CDC and CBP once the animals 
have been returned
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Summary 
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Summary

Effective July 14, 2021, CDC is temporarily suspending importation 
of dogs from rabies high-risk countries.

CDC Dog Import Permits will be granted on an extremely limited
case-by-case basis.

Dogs without a permit will be denied entry and returned to the 
country of departure at the owner’s expense.

No permits will be given upon arrival, and no appeal will be given 
for denied permit applications. 
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Summary (Continued)

Carrier is responsible for animals denied entry

Identify transportation, veterinary facilities, and kennels in advance

Be prepared to cover costs if importer abandons animal

Return animals denied entry to the country of origin on the next available flight

Know CDC and USDA entry requirements for dogs and cats

Do not accept animals that do not meet US entry requirements 

Check the animals and their importation documents
36



Resources
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Job Aids

Air Carrier Responsibilities for 
Dogs Coming from High-Risk 
Countries for Dog Rabies (1 page)
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Job Aids (Continued)

For Airlines: How to Review a 
CDC Dog Import Permit (1 page)
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Job Aids (Continued)

Air Carrier Responsibilities for 
Transporting Animals to the 
United States (3 pages)
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Job Aids (Continued)

Preparing for Animal 
Treatment of Kenneling: 3 
Tools for Air Carriers (2 pages) 
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Links on the High-Risk Dog Suspension 
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Federal Register Notice suspension announcement: www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-
united-states/high-risk-dog-ban-frn.html

FAQs for temporary suspension: www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/faqs-
about-high-risk-dog-ban.html

THEN and NOW: CDC Dog Importation Changes: www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-
united-states/dog-importation-changes.html

List of high-risk countries for dog rabies: www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-
states/high-risk.html

How to apply for a dog import permit (and list of approved POEs): www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-
animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html

Permit application instructions: www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-
states/import-permit-application-instructions.html

What is a valid Rabies Vaccination Certificate: www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-
united-states/vaccine-certificate.html

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk-dog-ban-frn.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/faqs-about-high-risk-dog-ban.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/dog-importation-changes.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/apply-dog-import-permit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/import-permit-application-instructions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/vaccine-certificate.html


For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

For more information on the temporary suspension, please contact the Zoonoses 
Team at CDCanimalimports@cdc.gov

mailto:CDCanimalimports@cdc.gov
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